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FOOD SECURITY

“Food security exists when all people at all times have physical or economic
access to sufficient safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and
food preferences for an active and healthy life”

(The definition of food security adopted by the World Food Summit in
November 1996 )

“Food security exists when all people at all times have physical or economic
access to sufficient safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and
food preferences for an active and healthy life”

(The definition of food security adopted by the World Food Summit in
November 1996 )

FOOD SECURITY

“Food security exists when all people at all times have physical or economic
access to sufficient safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and
food preferences for an active and healthy life”

(The definition of food security adopted by the World Food Summit in
November 1996 )

“Food security exists when all people at all times have physical or economic
access to sufficient safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and
food preferences for an active and healthy life”

(The definition of food security adopted by the World Food Summit in
November 1996 )



4 Pillars of  Food Security  (FAO)

Fo
od

 A
va

ila
bi

lit
y • The

availability of
sufficient
food supplies
either
through
domestic
production
or imports to
meet food
demand

Fo
od

 A
cc

es
s • Access by

individuals to
adequate
resources to
produce or to
acquire
appropriate
foods for a
healthy dietFo

od
 A

va
ila

bi
lit

y • The
availability of
sufficient
food supplies
either
through
domestic
production
or imports to
meet food
demand

Fo
od

 A
cc

es
s • Access by

individuals to
adequate
resources to
produce or to
acquire
appropriate
foods for a
healthy diet

4 Pillars of  Food Security  (FAO)

St
ab

ili
ty • Access to food

ar all times
• Should not risk

access to food
due to sudden
shock ( such as
economic or
climatic crisis )
or cyclical
events (seasonal
foods
insecurity)

U
til

iz
at

io
n • Utilization of

food through
adequate diet,
clean water,
sanitation and
health care to
reach a state of
nutritional well
being where all
physiological
needs are met

St
ab

ili
ty • Access to food

ar all times
• Should not risk

access to food
due to sudden
shock ( such as
economic or
climatic crisis )
or cyclical
events (seasonal
foods
insecurity)

U
til

iz
at

io
n • Utilization of

food through
adequate diet,
clean water,
sanitation and
health care to
reach a state of
nutritional well
being where all
physiological
needs are met





Income /
entitlement

distribution issues

Domestic supply
issues

International trade
issues

Low levels of
income

High / rising food
prices at retail level

Domestic trade
issues

Low purchasing
power

Low food
consumption

Food insecurity /
malnourishment
and poor health

status

Income /
entitlement

distribution issues

Domestic supply
issues

International trade
issues

Low levels of
income

High / rising food
prices at retail level

Domestic trade
issues

Low purchasing
power

Low food
consumption

Food insecurity /
malnourishment
and poor health

status

Food security at the household level

Income /
entitlement

distribution issues

Domestic supply
issues

International trade
issues

Low levels of
income

High / rising food
prices at retail level

Domestic trade
issues

Low purchasing
power

Low food
consumption

Food insecurity /
malnourishment
and poor health

status

Income /
entitlement

distribution issues

Domestic supply
issues

International trade
issues

Low levels of
income

High / rising food
prices at retail level

Domestic trade
issues

Low purchasing
power

Low food
consumption

Food insecurity /
malnourishment
and poor health

status

Food security at the household level



• This chart (adapted from Smith, 1998) shows the different channels through which
trade (and other macroeconomic factors) can influence food security. Domestic
production and imports determine domestic , or national, availability (component 1
of  our definition). Economic growth that generates inclusive employment and
income opportunities is crucial for access to food (component 2). Government
revenues can be used to implement policies and investments supporting several
different aspects of  food security, such as agricultural R&D (components 1 and 4)
and basic health services and water and sanitation systems (component 3). What
counts most for development in the end, though, is all of  these policies’ impacts at
the individual level (labeled “nutrition security”, which is somewhat different from
“food security”).
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Proposed Approach:

 Family-scale vegetable and fruit gardens – source of nutrient-rich foods

 Promote and support small livestock and poultry ventures, aquaculture projects

 Reducing post-harvest and storage losses, increasing the availability of  seasonal
micronutrient-rich foods and optimize the use of  resources at household level.
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• In India, weather index insurance was introduced to farmers in 2003. In
2007, the national government adopted it as an alternative to crop-yield
index insurance.

• By 2012, up to 12 million farmers, growing 40 different crops over 15 million
hectares, were insured against weather-related losses.

• Despite its potential, weather index insurance can fail to benefit farmers if
the information available to the insurance company does not reflect the
reality in the fields.
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• Traditional crop insurance for smallholder economies is extremely challenging
– Main constraints for traditional products, based on individual loss assessments:

• Poor rural insurance infrastructure and capacity
• Operationally difficult for small farmer agriculture
• Loss adjustment, availability of farm level data
• Moral hazard
• Adverse selection due to asymmetric information
• High monitoring and administrative costs

• Agricultural production risk needs reinsurance
– Covariant risks (e.g. drought) are an inherent characteristic
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